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                            GOZO COLLEGE 

                              SECONDARY SCHOOL 
                                  HALF-YEARLY EXAMINATION   FEBRUARY 2018                              

 

YEAR 10                                       English                                         TIME: 2 hours  

 
 

Name: _____________________________________Class: _______________ 
 

 
 

Oral Assessment Listening Comprehension Written Paper TOTAL 

    

 

 
SECTION A - LANGUAGE                                                                       15 marks 
 

1. Form another word from the word in brackets. The first one (0) has been 

done for you. 

Until quite (0) recently (recent), (1) _______________ (science) believed that 

sleep was a simple, resting state, but it’s not like that at all! There are four               

(2) _______________ (differ) stages of sleep that repeat every 90 to 110 minutes. 

Stages N1 and N2 are light sleep and we can (3) _______________ (easy) wake up. 

In stage N3, we sleep more (4) _______________ (deep) and it’s                              

(5) _______________ (hard) to wake up. The last stage is REM (rapid eye 

movement) sleep. Our eyes move around, our brain is very (6) _______________ 

(action), and we have a lot of dreams. While we sleep, our brain sorts through               

(7) _______________ (inform), 

replaces chemicals, repairs cells, and 

solves problems. Lack of sleep                

(8) _______________ (serious) 

affects our mind and body. When we 

don’t rest enough we may feel 

grumpy and (9) _______________ 

(forget). Over a long time, it may 

even (10) _______________ (short) 

our life.     

Track 1 
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2. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb in brackets.   The first 

one has been done for you.                                                                 (5 marks) 

 

Greg Rasmussen (0) is (be) an animal conservationist. Last month, he                          

(1) ___________________________ (fly) low over a remote area in the African 

savanna, when disaster (2) ______________ (strike). His plane                                   

(3) __________________ (crash) and he (4) _______________ (break) both his 

legs. His radio (5) _________________________ (not work), so he                              

(6) ___________________ (cannot) phone the authorities. He was in terrible pain 

and struggled (7) ______________________ (drag) himself away from the plane. 

Greg (8) ______________________ (be) out under the sun for several hours when 

he heard a helicopter. Luckily, the pilot (9) _________________ (spot) him and he 

(10) ___________________________ (rescue).    

3. Read the following text and think of the word which best fits each gap. Use 

only one word in each gap. The first one has been done for you.  

Don’t expect a friendly smile (0) from the waiter 

when you walk (1) __________ Baggers restaurant 

in Nuremburg, Germany. There are (2) __________ 

waiters in this unique and modern restaurant. 

Instead customers look through the menu and order 

their meals (3) __________ computer screens at 

their tables. Here, you don’t (4) __________ to wait for a waiter to say, “Are you           

(5) __________ to order?” Just select (6) __________ you want from the screen and 

wait for the kitchen staff to (7) __________ your meal. You can even send emails 

from your touch screen, so you don’t get bored (8) __________ waiting. Then your 

dish travels down long tracks from the kitchen (9) __________ your seat. The tracks 

make the restaurant seem (10) __________ an amusement park with roller coaster 

rides!   
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SECTION B – READING COMPREHENSION    20 marks 

 
Read the passage Living on the Edge which is on a separate sheet, and then 

answer the questions below. 

 

1.     Say whether the following statements are TRUE (T) or FALSE (F) and give 

reasons from the passage.                                                         (5 marks)    
 

a.   Tom Larks felt terrified while he was surfing the Pororoca wave.         _________                                                                         

because _____________________________________________________________ 

b.   Cathy Singer had never dived before she went ice diving in Lake Baikal.  _______                                                                                      

because _____________________________________________________________ 

c.   The air temperature in Lake Baikal was colder than that of the water.   ________            

because ___________________________________________________________ 

d. The vehicles used for the Mongol Rally are brand new.                          _________    

because _____________________________________________________________ 

e.  The log-riding festival is organised annually in Japan.                           _________ 

because _____________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What do the following words in italics refer to in the passage?         (3 marks) 

 
a) I    (line 1)            -  ______________________________ 

b) which   (line 30)    - _______________________________ 

c) that   (line 34)      - _______________________________ 

d) it   (line 35)          - _______________________________  

e) them (line 37)      - _______________________________ 

f) it (line 55)           - _______________________________                                                                   

 

3. Find words or phrases from line 25- 47 which in context mean:               (3 marks)   
                         

    a) very beautiful          - ______________________________ 

    b)  thinking about        - ______________________________ 

    c)  surely                    - ______________________________ 

    d)  enjoyable              - ______________________________ 

    e)  last stop of journey - ______________________________ 

    f)  dangerous              - ______________________________ 
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4. Apart from surfing the 2m-high wave, what other dangers did Tom Larks face in the 

Amazon river?                                                                                           (1 mark) 
 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What did Cathy Singer do as a treat after her ice-diving experience?  (1 mark) 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.  How do we know that the Mongol Rally is not an easy challenge?              (1 mark) 
  
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Why do the Mongol Rally organisers refuse to give the participants a set route to 

follow?                                                                                                     (1 mark) 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
8. Explain in your own words the phrase we finally made it to Mongolia in one piece.  

(line 47/48)                                                                                             (1 mark)   
 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
9.  According to Kirsten Taunton, which were the best TWO things about the whole 
Mongol Rally experience?                                                                        (2 marks) 

 
i.___________________________________________________________________ 

 
ii. __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
10. Fill in the grid with names. Which person:                                            (2 marks) 

 

felt differently because of the scenery they saw?  

was involved in the experience by chance?  

combined their experience with helping others?  

at first briefly questioned whether they were doing the right thing?  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



English – Year 10 – Track 1 – Half-Yearly 2018                                                                                             Page 5 of 8                                                                                   

SECTION C – LITERATURE Answer all the sections                              20 marks  

                                                                                  
Part 1: Poetry – Unprepared Text                                                       (10 marks) 

 

OLD JOHNNY ARMSTRONG 
 

Old Johnny Armstrong’s eighty or more 
And he humps like a question-mark  
Over two gnarled sticks as he shuffles and picks 

His slow way to Benwell Park. 
 

He’s lived in Benwell his whole life long 
And remembers how street-lights came, 
And how once on a time they laid a tram-line, 

Then years later dug up the same! 
 

Now he’s got to take a lift to his flat, 
Up where the tall winds blow 
Round a Council Block that rears like a rock 

From seas of swirled traffic below. 
 

Old Johnny Armstrong lives out his life 
In his cell on the seventeenth floor, 
And it’s seldom a neighbour will do him a favour 

Or anyone knock at his door. 
 

With his poor hands knotted with rheumatism  
And his poor back doubled in pain, 
Why, day after day, should he pick his slow way 

To Benwell park yet again?- 
 

O the wind in park trees is the self-same wind 
That first blew on a  village child 
When life freshly unfurled in a green, lost world 

And his sraight limbs ran wild. 
 

Raymond Wilson 
 
1 a)  Which figure of speech does the poet use in the first stanza?                    (1 mark) 

 
  __________________________________________________________________ 

   
 b)  Quote the figure of speech and explain it.                                             (2 marks) 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 

2. Which figure of speech is used in the underlined phrase from stanza 3? 
Round a Council Block that rears like a rock 
from seas of swirled traffic below.                                                               (1 mark) 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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3. The poet describes Armstrong’s flat as a “cell on the seventeenth floor”. What does 

he want to achieve by using this word?                                                      (1 mark)  
                                                         

____________________________________________________________________                                                                         
 

4. Quote a phrase which suggests that Old Johnny Armstrong lives a very lonely life.  
                                                                                                                 (1 mark)  
   ___________________________________________________________________ 

      
5. Look closely at the last stanza of the poem.  

 
• Why do you think does Johnny Armstrong go to the park every day?                    (1 mark) 
  

   ____________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                 

• Who is the “village child” mentioned?  _____________________________    (1 mark) 
• Why is his world described as “a green lost world”?                                      (1 mark) 
 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Write down TWO pairs of rhyming words.                                                  (1 mark) 
                                                                               
i.__________________________________    ii. _______________________________ 

 
 

Part 2 - Prose - Unprepared Text                        (10 marks) 

Read the following passage and answer the questions below. 

In the hours the hurricane stayed, 

its presence made everybody 

older. From its very build-up the 

hurricane meant to show it was 

merciless, unstoppable, and with 

its might it changed landscapes. 

All day the Jamaican sun didn’t 

come out. Then, ten minutes 

before, there was a swift shower 

of rain that raced by and was 

gone like some urgent 

messenger – rush of wind. And, again, everything went back to that quiet, that 

unnatural quiet. It was as if trees crouched quietly in fear. As if, too, birds knew they 

should shut up. A thick and low black cloud had covered the sky and shadowed 

everywhere, and made it seem like night was coming on. And the cloud deepened. Its 

deepening spread more and more over the full stretch of the sea.  

1. Underline the correct answer.          

   The story is written in the (first / third) person.                                (1 mark) 
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2. What is the setting of this story?                                                             (1 mark) 

    __________________________________________________________________ 

3. Quote two words/ phrases which bring out the power of the hurricane.    (2 marks) 

i. ________________________________    ii. _______________________________ 

4. The shower of rain was gone like some urgent messenger.                       (1 mark) 

    Which figure of speech is used?  ______________________________________ 

    Why is the rain compared to a messenger?                                              (1 mark) 

    ________________________________________________________________ 

5. It was as if the trees crouched quietly in fear is an example of ________________                                            

What is the effect of this image?                                                               (2 marks)                                                 

____________________________________________________________________ 

6. How does the writer use colour and the element of silence in the last paragraph?  

                                                                                                             (2 marks)  

____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

SECTION D – COMPOSITION                                  25 marks 
 
Choose ONE of the following titles and write a composition of between 150 – 

200 words. 
 

1. Your school has recently organised a talent show. Write an article for your school 

magazine describing the event.   

2. Write a story for the school website starting with: 

I had always wanted to visit that abandoned house on Miller Street but was always 

scared to.  
 

3. Your friend Sarah will turn 15 in a few weeks and you have decided to organise a 

surprsise birthday party. Write an email to your friend Jake (jakez234@vmail.com) 

informing him about your plans and asking him to help with some of the preparations.  

To:  

From:   

Subject:   

 

 

mailto:jakez234@vmail.com
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Composition title no:  ____ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

                                                    

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


